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Arrakis launches to develop Eg" Pg
RNA-targeting small-molecule = e
drugs

Biotech firm will chase an array of previously intractable targets

By Lisa M Jarvis

With $38 million in funding from a swath of investors, Arrakis Therapeutics has
formally launched to create a new class of drugs: small molecules that directly
bind to RNA.
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Press Release

Expansion Therapeutics
Raises $55.3 Million in Series
A Financing to Advance
Portfolio of Novel RNA
Targeted Small Molecule
Medicines to Treat Rare
Diseases
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Features

DRUG DISCOVERY

The RNA
drug
hunters

Academics, biotech
start-ups, and big
pharma companies
are designing
small molecules
that target RNA

A model of an
undisclosed

Ribometrix binding

a therapeutically
relevant RNA motif.

derstanding of RNA’s dynamic structure,
the expanding number of RNAs linked

to chronic diseases, and the bravado of
early researchers have motivated at least a

RYAN CROSS, CAEN BOSTON

atthew Disney has spent much of the past 12 years
countering doubtful, sometimes even dismissive, remarks
about his work. Fellow academic researchers said his
science was too risky; federal agencies were reluctant to
fund it. His friends in industry said there simply weren’t enough data.

dozen pharma and biotech companies to
dedicate themselves to the task.

RNA gold rush

At least a dozen companies have pro-
grams dedicated to finding small mole-
cule drugs that target RNA.

COMPANY PROGRAMS

H

Arrakis Huntington's disease, undruggable

proteins, noncoding RNA

g Spinal muscular atrophy

Blogen

Boehringer
Ingelhelm

Undisclosed programs

Expansion { Rare genetic diseases

Merck & Co. Riboswitches (previously)
Noncoding RNA (currently)
Novartis : Spinal muscular atrophy
’ Undisclosed programs

Novation
Pharmaceuticals

Inflammation, psoriasis

Nymirum ‘ Undisclosed programs
Undisclosed programs
Ribometrix Undruggable proteins and
i noncoding RNA
TargetRNA Non-coding RNA

The RNA
Medicines Co.

microRNA in triple negative breast
l cancer and glioblastoma




